
  

 

ARCH Group’s aim: “To show our love for God and You” 

Weekly Notices 

4
th

 May 2025 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Today’s Collect 
 

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life and fill us with your peace, to 

the glory of God the Father. 
 

Today’s Post Communion Prayer 
 

Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the  
breaking of bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in  

all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Next Week’s Services: Sunday 11th May 2025 

9.30 am Harvington Morning Service 
11.00 am Abbots Morton Holy Communion+ 
11.00 am Church Lench Morning Service 

June issue of the ARCH Messenger 
 

The stop date for the June issue of the ARCH Messenger  
is next Monday 12th May. 



For Prayer 
 

Almighty God, we recognise that you are the fire, the spark, the vision, the 
calling, that brings us to our knees to pray for those near and far and so we 
pray this day for those people and situations that are on our minds and in 
our hearts.  
Almighty God, hear our prayer 

For those who lead the nations, the good ones and the bad ones, those 
prepared to apologise for mistakes made and those who plough on 
regardless of the chaos and mess they cause. For those who are prepared 
to change their minds for the greater good of humanity and creation. 
Almighty God, hear our prayer 

For the peoples of the nations, those who support their leaders and those 
who despair of decisions made, supposedly in their name. For those who 
decide, whatever the risk to themselves, to speak out against injustice and 
unfairness. For those who risk their lives for the well being and the good of 
neighbours near and far. 
Almighty God, hear our prayer 

For those countries at war, those whose countries want the war and the 
countries who don’t but who are unceremoniously dragged into violence 
and revenge trying to protect peoples and lands, heritage and borders. 
Almighty God, hear our prayer 

For the homeless, the hungry, the dispossessed, for those who face 
discrimination and injustice, those who feel isolated, lonely and alone, 
unloved, unwanted and fearful.  
Almighty God, hear our prayer 

For the ill and those who treat them, who bind their wounds and care for 
body, mind and soul. For those who are nearing the end of earthly life that 
they may find comfort, strength and peace. For those who mourn the loss 
of loved ones, who feel the emptiness and loss, who live with guilt and 
regret of things not said and deeds not done. 
Almighty God, hear our prayer 

And finally we pray for ourselves, that we may follow in the steps of Christ 
and in so doing find peace, love and contentment, healing, hope and joy. 
And hear all the prayers of our hearts, spoken and unspoken. 
In the name of the risen Christ, we pray. Amen 
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This Week’s First Reading: Acts 9:1-6 
 

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples 
of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters 
to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 5He asked, ‘Who 
are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be 
told what you are to do.’ 
 

This Week’s Psalm: Psalm 30:1-12 
 

1 I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have raised me up 
and have not let my foes triumph over me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you and you have healed me. 

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; you restored 
me to life from among those that go down to the Pit. 

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; give thanks to his 
holy name. 

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, his 
favour for a lifetime. Heaviness may endure for a night, 
but joy comes in the morning. 

6 In my prosperity I said, ‘I shall never be moved. You, Lord, 
of your goodness, have made my hill so strong.’ 

7 Then you hid your face from me and I was utterly dismayed. 

8 To you, O Lord, I cried; to the Lord I made my supplication: 
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9 ‘What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

10 ‘Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; O Lord, be my 
helper.’ 

11 You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have put 
off my sackcloth and girded me with gladness; 

12 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; O Lord 
my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 

 

This Week’s Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14 
 

11I, John, looked, and I heard the voice of many angels 
surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, 12singing with full voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
might and honour and glory and blessing!’ 13Then I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing, ‘To the one seated on 
the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honour and glory 
and might for ever and ever!’ 14And the four living creatures 
said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell down and worshipped.  
 

This Week’s Gospel Reading: John 21:1-19 
 

1Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there 
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael 
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 

Psalm 30:1-12  continued 
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disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They 
said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and got into 
the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, ‘Children, 
you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ 6He 
said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and 
you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not 
able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple 
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for 
he was naked, and jumped into the lake. 8But the other disciples 
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were 
not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 
9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, 
with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of 
the fish that you have just caught.’ 11So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred 
and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the 
net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have 
breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who 
are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and 
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the 
fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the 
disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said 
to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Feed my lambs.’ 16A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of 

John 21:1-19  continued 
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John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17He said 
to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 
Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you 
love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you 
know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. 18Very 
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten 
your own belt and go wherever you wished. But when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 
will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 
wish to go.’ 19He said this to indicate the kind of death by which 
he would glorify God. After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’  
 

Next Week’s First Reading: Acts 9:36-43 
 
36In Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek 
is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that 
time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her 
in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, 
‘Please come to us without delay.’ 39So Peter got up and went with them; 
and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows 
stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them 
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and 
said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 
sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints 
and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa 
for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.  
 

John 21:1-19  continued 
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Next Week’s Psalm: Psalm 23:1-6 
 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still 
waters. 

3 He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 
me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble 
me; you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 

6 Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

Next Week’s Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 
 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!’ 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before 
the throne and worshipped God, 12singing, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory 
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to 
our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?’ 14I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the 
one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come 
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15For this reason they are before the 
throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and 
the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger 
no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their 



shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 
 

Next Week’s Gospel Reading: John 10:22-30 
 
22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It 
was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of 
Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long 
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ 
25Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe. The works 
that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, 
because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I 
know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father 
has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 
Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.’  

Revelation 7:9-17  continued 


