Sunday 11" October
Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity

Today’s Collect

Holy and eternal God, you are the Maker of heaven and earth,
you are the Word through whom all things were made, and you
are the Spirit, the giver of life: draw us into the mystery of your
love, that with all creation we may proclaim your praise,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Post Communion Prayer

God our Creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the
heart of the earthly paradise, and the bread of life at the heart
of your Church: may we who have been nourished at your
table on earth be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s
crossand enjoy the delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Next Week Services: Sunday 18t October

10am Norton & Lenchwick Eucharist

10am Harvington Church @10
11am Church Lench Holy Communion
11am Abbots Morton Harvest Service

Mid-Week Eucharist: 11:00 am Wednesday, St James, Harvington

Events

Harvest Festival Celebrations!
11th Oct — Harvington 11lam service + Bring and Share lunch.
16th Oct — Abbots Morton Harvest Supper 6:30pm

Tina Hill or Pippa: pippa@plg.co.uk.
18th Oct — Abbots Morton 11am service.



mailto:pippa@p1g.co.uk

This Week’s First Reading: /saiah 25.1-9.

25 O Lord , you are my God; | will exalt you, | will praise your name; for you
have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2 For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of
aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will
fear you.* For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in
their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, ° the noise of
aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of
clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of
rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of
well-matured wines strained clear.

” And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; & he will swallow up
death for ever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the
Lord has spoken.

% It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so
that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us
be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

This Weeks Psalm : Psalm 23.

This Week’s Second Reading: Phillippians 4.1-9

4 '"Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy
and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2 | urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.

3 Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement
and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

to God. * Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice.

5> Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.

® Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus. & Finally, beloved, whatever is true,




Continued: Phillippians 4.1-9.

whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

This Week’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 22.1-14.

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:

2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
wedding banquet for his son.® He sent his slaves to call those who had
been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come.* Again he
sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.”

° But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, ¢ while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed
them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, “The
wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.® Go therefore into
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.”
0 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

" But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing a wedding robe,'? and he said to him, “Friend, how
did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless.

13 Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and

Next Weeks Readings: /saiah 45. 1-7,
Psalm 96. 1-9, 1 Thessalonians 1. 1-10,
Matthew 22. 15-22




Prayer of Intercession

We thank you, Lord, for the blessings of this morning, and we
pray for our Benefice community. We ask guidance for our local
Bishops, our Rector Glenn, Reverend Chris, and all the clergy
and lay people across our rural parishes. Grant them wisdom as
they plan for the Evesham Deanery and serve these
Worcestershire villages.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for peace throughout the world. We thank
you for those working for peace, justice, and reconciliation
globally, while we enjoy the quiet beauty of our countryside. In a
moment of silence, we pray for the countries and situations
placed on our hearts this morning.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we pray for all in authority. We thank you that we
live in a country where we have the right to make our views
known. We pray that leaders use their power with transparency
and fairness for the benefit of all.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Father God, we pray for our families, friends, and neighbours
who bring life to Church Lench, Rous Lench, and our
surrounding hamlets. We thank you for what they mean to us as
they face their daily hopes and fears. In silence, thank God for a
family member or friend.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Loving Father, comfort the sick, lonely, and bereaved in our
community with your living presence. Reassure those facing
tough times, quiet confused minds, and support weak bodies. In
silence, we bring before you anyone on our hearts today.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.

Gracious God, as we look out from the hills of the Lenches across
Worcestershire, help us in the week ahead to focus on whatever
is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and admirable.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.




