Weekly Notices
7™ January 2024
Epiphany

Today'’s Collect

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the
Christ-child: guide and sustain us, that we may find our
journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Today’s Post Communion Prayer

Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who
with the wise men have been drawn by your light discern the glory of
your presence in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Next Week’s Services: Sunday 14" January 2024

9.30 am Harvington Holy Communion+
11.00 am Abbots Morton Holy Communion+
11.00 am Rous Lench Morning Service

11.00 am Church Lench Morning Service




For Prayer

Holy Jesus, by being born one of us, and lying humbly in a manger, you
show how much God loves the world. Let the light of your love always
shine in our hearts, until we reach our home in heaven and see you on
your throne of glory.

Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder
at heaven touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship
you, our Saviour and our eternal God.

Amen.

Loving Jesus, you were born in a stable but worshipped by the angels.
Be with all who are lonely as we pause to name those know to us ...,
and with all who feel distant from celebrations. Be for us a living hope
that lightens their hearts.

Amen.

Jesus, as you healed the sick, bring healing to those in our families who
are ill today, again as we pause to name those know to us ...

Jesus, Lord of love,

in your mercy, hear us.

Christ born for us,

Son of God, given for us,

help us to know you, to worship and to serve you.
Amen.




This Week’s First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

‘Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD
has risen upon you. ?For darkness shall cover the earth, and
thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you. *Nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

‘Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together,
they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and
your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. *Then
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the
wealth of the nations shall come to you. ‘A multitude of camels
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

This Week’s Psalm: Psalm 72:10-15

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute; the
kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts.

11 All kings shall fall down before him; all nations shall do him
service.

12 For he shall deliver the poor that cry out, the needy and
those who have no helper.

13 He shall have pity on the weak and poor; he shall preserve
the lives of the needy.

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence,
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.




Psalm 70:10-15 continued

15 Long may he live; unto him may be given gold from Sheba;
may prayer be made for him continually and may they
bless him all the day long.

This Week’s Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

', Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles - *for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God'’s grace that was given me for you, *and
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as |
wrote above in a few words, ‘a reading of which will enable
you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.°In
former generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit: ¢that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

’Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of
God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power.
sAlthough | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless
riches of Christ, °and to make everyone see what is the plan of
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; **so
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety
might now be made known to the rulers and authoritiesin the
heavenly places. *This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, @in
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.




This Week’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
*Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. *They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

*“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”” 'Then Herod
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. *Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also
go and pay him homage.’ *"When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. *When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. *On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. ?And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another road.




Next Week’s First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10

'Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word
of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

’At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could
not see, was lying down in his room; *the lamp of God had not yet gone
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the
ark of God was. ‘“Then the LORD called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said,
‘Here | am!’ *and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here | am, for you called me.” But
he said, ‘1 did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. °The
LORD called again, ‘Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,
‘Here | am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘l did not call, my son; lie
down again.” ’Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. *The LORD called Samuel
again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here | am,
for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy.
*Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall
say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and
lay down in his place.

’Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’

Next Week’s Psalm: Psalm 139:1-9

1 O Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my
sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You mark out my journeys and my resting place and are acquainted
with all my ways.

3 Forthereis not a word on my tongue, but you, O Lord, know it
altogether.

4  You encompass me behind and before and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, so high that | cannot attain
it.

6 Where can | go then from your spirit? Or where can | flee from your
presence?




Psalm 139:1-9 continued

7 Iflclimb up to heaven, you are there; if | make the grave my bed,
you are there also.

8 If | take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of
the sea,

9 Even there your hand shall lead me, your right hand hold me fast.

Next Week’s Second Reading: Revelation 5:1-10

I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written
on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals;*and | saw a
mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the
scroll and break its seals? *And no one in heaven or on earth or under
the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. “And | began to
weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to
look into it. *Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he
can open the scroll and its seven seals.

*Then | saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among
the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into
all the earth. "He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one
who was seated on the throne. ®*When he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each
holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of
the saints. °They sing a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and
to open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood you
ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language and people and
nation; you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our
God, and they will reign on earth’




Next Week’s Gospel Reading: John 1:43-51

“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, ‘Follow me.” “Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth.” “Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good
come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.” “When Jesus
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” “*Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did
you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you.” “®Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel! **Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe
because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than these.’ **And he said to him, ‘Very truly, | tell you, you will
see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man.’




